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This research is in relation to transformation of local administration that
has been taking place in Cambodia since 2000s. It intends to fill the existing research gaps by
exploring changes in the local administrative bodies and their tasks, authorities and finance
through (1)collecting and analyzing relevant literature, (2)interviewing government officials,
researchers, and staff of international organizations and local CSOs/NGOs, and (3)field
observations. The research focuses on Commune Committees for Women and Children (hereinafter
referred to as CCWCs) since they should be greatly affect the well-being of children and women as
their committee title suggests. The research identifies challenges and difficulties of CCWCs in
relation to (1) upgrading the relevant government policy, (2) understanding knowledge and attitudes
of CCWCs" members, and (3) comprehending relations between CCWCs and their relevant local
associations such as child clubs.
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