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Unscientific knowledge and the "egg aging"” panic
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Japan has experienced floods of unscientific knowledge about human
reproduction in recent times. Most of this information is created by professionals in the fields of
obstetrics, gynecology, and reproductive medicine and spread widely through mass media campaigns.
Such knowledge has also been used by the government as scientific evidence to justify the
encouragement of pregnancy and childbirth for young women.

This project investigated the process of the emergence and spread of such discourse through a
literature survey. The results show that the discourse has exerted its power since 2011, but related
knowledge and visual representations had already been used by professionals before that.

The project also revealed the historical background in which such knowledge was associated with
governmental policies against low fertility levels. These findings contribute to establishing a
public decision-making system with scrutiny of scientific knowledge by nonprofessionals.
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