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Climate Change and Gender - Resilience building and women®s empowerment in
Timor-Leste
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Since 2015, agricultural production in Timor-Leste has been severely
impacted by drastic changes of rain-fall patterns caused by an El Nino, a La Nina and hurricanes.
This research sought measures of resilience-building of women farmers against climate change and
found that for women who bear multiple responsibilities of farming, caring animals, housework
(fetching water, fire-wood collecting, washing, cooking) and childcare, an access to water
constitutes their central need. Field research was conducted in two different locations where
large-scale irrigation systems had been developed, and it was found that the conditions of both
facilities/equipments and organizations of water users that had been already problematic further
worsened due to natural disasters. Women tried to cope with such crises by diversifying water
sources or by resorting to alternative plants or changing farming methods. However, they were not
able to influence the management of irrigation systems itself.
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Care International, Oxfam International, Plan International Timor-Leste, World
Vision, Humanitarian Partnership Agreement (HPA)Agency Assessment on El Nino Impacts
in Timor-Leste, February 2016
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Kiyoko Furusawa, Report on Caraulun Irrigation Scheme in Betano, Municiparlty of Manufahi, September 9, 2022




