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We have researched how ideas of desire have been interpreted and defined in

the 19-20th century French philosophy. Our research made it clear that in the late 20th century this
idea was expanded into areas of ethics and agency theories.

Maurice Blondel and Jean Nabert, whose moral theories our studies are focused on, were onto positive
and creative functions of desire, and thus defined its nature as "ethical® motive power. This
ethical power drives individuals to lead a good and reflected life or to realize social justice and
reconciliation among them. We compared their theories on desire with the one of Maine de Biran, the
19th century philosopher. Biran made an emphasis on the fact that instinctive desires move human
beings and turn them into passive existence, distinguishing it from autonomy of the will.
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