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The Concept of "Totality” in Asao Otaka"s "Phenomenological™ Theory of the State

Kobayashi, Takuji
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The theoretical basis for the concept of "totality" in Japanese legal

philosopher Tomoo Otaka®s phenomenological theory of the state is typical of the reception of German
sociology and phenomenology in Japan in the 1920s, and in particular the decisive influence of
Kracauer™s "Soziologie als Wissenschaft” on the theoretical basis of this concept. Taking over
Kracauer®"s problem setting, Otaka developed it into a theory of the state by transposing it to the
fundamental problem of Kelsen®s pure jurisprudence, refined it with Husserl®s essence theory, and he
also discussed the so-called "dialectical™ foundation relationship by inserting Heidegger®s "
Zeugganzheit™. However, in Kracauer®s work, along with expectations for the construction of
sociology as a science in Weimar Germany, conservative Romantic concepts were mixed together and lay
dormant. Here we find clues to Otaka"s acceptance of Tennies and his approach to Hegelian
philosophy.
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