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Identification of transmitters of Sanskrit manuscripts to Himalayan area and
their footsteps
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In order to clarify "who" and "how" the Sanskrit manuscripts of Buddhist
scriptures originating in India came to the Himalayan region, this study aimed to identify the
procurers of the manuscripts and the transmission routes. Four types of historical sources were
utilized: 1) the names of manuscript owners recorded in the colophons of the Sanskrit manuscripts,
2) the names of manuscript owners mentioned in the colophons of Tibetan Canon, 3) the references to
the Sanskrit manuscripts found in Tibetan non-canonical literature, and 4) the references to the
Sanskrit manuscripts in Tibetan biographies and Buddhist historical texts. Based on these sources,
the routes of transmission were reconstructed, and the achievements of each individual involved were

compiled. Furthermore, an investigation was conducted into the manner in which the Sanskrit
manuscripts transmitted to Tibet were further disseminated.
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Figure 3.1. Tibetan Buddhist experience of India prior to 1300 CE.
Drawn by Norma Schulz and Toni Huber.
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