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Christian missions on the “ South Islands( )" began in earnest at
the end of the 19th century. The evangelism area expanded in Amami Oshima and Okinawa Island.
These islands were dominated by the imperial Japan as domestic colonies. And, the islanders were
suffering from oppression, discrimination and poverty. Christian beliefs have brought salvation and

healing to those islanders. As a result, evangelical beliefs rooted in the people spread and
infiltrated these areas. This form of belief also existed in areas that were once colonized by
Japan. Also, Christianity on the “ South Islands” was activated by believers and evangelists who
traveled to and from those areas. After the war, “ South Islands” was occupied by US troops and
was military-dominated. Even at that time, the infiltration of evangelical beliefs from before the
war was maintained, and part of it was the driving force for the US military to break away from
military control and return to mainland Japan.
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