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According to general opinion, the Faculty of Law at the Imperial University
of Tokyo (FLUT) has maintained the pro-British-American liberalism embodied by Kiheiji Onozuka and
Sakuzo Yoshino also at the time Japanese militarism was emerging. After the war, Shigeru Nambara
became the president of the University of Tokyo to rebuild New Japan, and Masao Maruyama, a
prominent disciple of Nambara, led the way to Japan’ s post-war democracy.
This study deduced that liberalism was not a common understanding at FLUT and revealed how some FLUT

professors, who were inspired by German studies and were inclined towards Japanese nationalism,
were engaged in the total war system. Individuals discussed in this study were Seiichiro Ono,
Hikomatsu Kamikawa, Teiji (Sadaji) Yabe and Kaoru Yasui. This study also analysed Toyowo Ogushi, a
fellow student of Yabe and a bureaucrat at the Ministry of Education.
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