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This study aimed to examine the concept of “ Fine Art” born in Vietnam
under the French colonialism in connection with “ decoration” . To be more precise, the study looked
into how, and in what context, “ My thuat” (the Quoc-ngu notation of [bijutsu], a Japanese
sinogramme combination) was understood and took root in the Vietnamese culture in the early 20th
century when the word was first introduced as the translation of “ Beaux-Arts” , a French word. The
study found that, unlike the contemporary meaning,“ My thuat” was used to describe decorations and
designs for craftworks.
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