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Afterimage of the Interrupted Life: Aesthetics and Ethical Issues in the
Photographic Exhibition
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This study investigates the photographs of victims of war, crime, and
disasters displayed in museums, art galleries, and international art festivals. It examines the
exhibition methods and the socio-political contexts and interests embedded within the exhibition
spaces, considering aesthetic and ethical issues.

The results reveal that displaying pre-mortem photographs along with materials that convey the lives
of the victims, rather than as anonymous victims, not only avoids the spectacle of death but also
serves as evidence to remember and reflect on past events with empathy towards the individuals. Such
displays are based on a critical examination of spectacular exhibitions. Furthermore, the study
discusses the ethical issues and cultural significance of making the victims® deaths invisible.
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