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Inspection of History of Acceptance of Western Music via Research on State of
Music in Provincial Cities and among General Population
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This study was conducted by comprehensively surveying and analyzing
newspaper articles on the actual conditions in provincial cities, which had previously been
neglected in historical research on the acceptance of Western music during the Meiji period.
Provincial city newspapers are dotted with articles on Western music in relation to schools,
regional events, shops, individuals and functions held by various groups. By analyzing and
inspecting these, the true state of affairs regarding acceptance of Western music in provincial
cities was elucidated.In particular, research findings could be obtained on the actual state of
affairs regarding aspects of school events and classes, the activities of music teachers at
teachers’ training schools and girls’ schools, the formation and proliferation of civilian bands,
book stores and musical instrument stores, Buddhist temples, etc.
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