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Iconographic study of sacred beasts in Chinese Buddhism - special reference to
dragon and lion -
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The greatest achievement is in the iconograth of horses. In the Chinese
Buddhist art, Prince Siddhartha’ s horse Kanthaka and the “ treasure horse,” one of the seven
treasures possessed by a wheel-turning sage king, are depicted as a white horse with a red tail and
mane. However, while Chinese translations of Buddhist texts describe Kanthaka as a white horse,
there is no mention of the color of the horse’ s mane or tail. As for the treasure horse, it is
alternatively described as a “ blue treasure horse,” and so was not a white horse to begin with. In
the Shanhai jing (Classic of Mountains and Seas), the divine horse Jiliang is described as having a
“ white body and red mane.” This iconography came to be appropriated by Buddhism in the period of

Northern dynasties, gradually penetrated in Tang dynasty.
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