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Nishiki-e caricatures published at the end of the Edo period can be
classified into the following categories based on the interpretation codes and themes of those
caricatures.l) Items disguised as historical events such as warrior paintings. 2) Those who have
been involved in a different kind of battle. 3) Items disguised as genre paintings. 4) ltems
disguised as children®s play. 5) A bird"s-eye view overlaid with the battlefield of Boshin War. 6)
Temporary entrusted to yokail paintings such as Hyakki Yagyo.Based on this classification, it was
clarified that the technique of radistional warrior prints circumventing the control of the
shogunate was applied to these calicatures. 1 also found the possibility that some Nishiki-e, which
were not previously recognized as caricatures, could be newly recognized as caricatures from these
viewpoints. Some of the achievements were reflected in the exhibition contents of the National
Museum of Japanese History.
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