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Pedestrian travels rose in Europe towards the end of the eighteenth century
and it served as a levelling force among Romantic artists and middle-class young people. It spread
quickly among Japanese intellectuals in the Meiji era, when Japan stopped its isolation policy. This

research considered the characteristics inherited from Romantic works written in England, where the

literary movement was the strongest, as well as the individual aspects seen in Japanese Romantic
works. Comparing walking poems and essays written by English and Japanese Romantics including often
overlooked labouring-class authors, this research aimed to investigate the diversity of
environmental aesthetics arising from their class and national literary differences.
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