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Musical reception and novelistic creation in Proust

Wada, Akio
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A la recherche du temps perdu, a great novel by Marcel Proust (1871-1922),
in which the work of Vinteuil, a fictional musician, plays a significant role, includes numerous
discourses on real musicians. The examination of the writer®s manuscripts and correspondence has
enabled us to shed light on the modalities of his hearing and his reception of the music. We have
also researched documents of musical performances and articles in the press in Paris under the Third
Republic in order to clarify certain aspects of the originality of Proust®s musical ideas by
situating them in the history of musical criticism.
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