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The Reception of Moliere and Latin Comedy Writers in France in the 17th and 18th
Centuries: Studying the Archives
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First, we demonstrated that in the 17th century, within the context of his
relationship with Louis XIV, Moliere was considered as a successor to the classical Latin comedy
writers. Focusing in particular on his staging of the festivities at Versailles, we established that

Moliere’ s work was a mirror of a society that practised the ancient definition of comedy, and that
in terms of cultural policy, it played a major role in the process of establishing the absolute
monarchy of King Louis XIV.
Then, in examining Moliere"s reputation in the 18th century, we found that there was a prevailing
theory that his influence had ceased in the literary world. However, it appears that this is not the
case, as there was only a brief period of unpopularity, and that there is room for further
verification in this respect.
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