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The objective of our research has been to further support the Layered VP

Hypothesis, where multiple functional heads (i.e., Voice, Cause, Applicative, etc), each of which
may introduce External Argument, are stuck above verb phrase. The appropriateness of this hypothesis
has been amply evidenced by facts of morphological causatives and passives in Korean, the -rasar
morpheme in Tohoku dialaects, which renders either voluntary, potential or passive interpretation,
and its variations, and the historical development of the passive -rare from -r/rar in Old Japanese
as well as those of the passive and causative morphosyntax and transitive-unaccusative alternation
in the present-day Japanese.
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