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A contrastive study on the transition and ambiguity of word classes in
Polynesian languages
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The purpose of this research is to examine various problems related to the
classification of four morpheme types (words, particles, clitics, and affixes) and two word classes
(verbs and nouns) in Polynesian languages. In doing so, particular focus was placed on the cases
where cognate morphemes belong to different morpheme types in different languages and the cases
where it is difficult to determine which morpheme type or which word class a certain morpheme
belongs to. In order to give explanations to these cases, two effective viewpoints were provided.
Moreover, the classification of morpheme types appropriate for Polynesian languages was discussed.
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