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This study examined meta-communication in Japanese and Korean spontaneous
speech from a multimodal perspective to clarify the differences between the two. The following
conclusions were reached. (1) Analysis of “ annotation insertion” and “ insertion structure” in
four language-use situations revealed that the difference between Japanese and Korean
meta-communication is attributable to the differences in the degree of agglutination as well as the
register of language use. (2) Analysis of “ particle-initiated utterance,” a linguistic expression
in Japanese annotation insertion, revealed that there is an equivalent element in the syntactic
structure. (3) Finally, the appearance of particle-initiated utterances is also associated with the
medium of communication.
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