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This study examined junior high school English textbooks in Japan and found
that current English education fails to address a fundamental difference between learners’ native
language, Japanese, and the target language, English. Contrastive studies of Japanese and English
have demonstrated “ the concreteness of Japanese” and “ the abstractness of English.” Therefore,
we propose an approach to English education that appropriately bridges the fundamental differences
between Japanese and English and have created teaching materials to help students better understand
the fundamentals of the two languages.
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