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Some languages are rich in mimetics, while some are not. As Japanese is a
typical language with rich mimetics, in this project, we attempt to examine the grammar governing
the mimetic expressions in Japanese, based on the detailed descriptive studies of Child Japanese and

the coined adjectives produced by young Japanese speakers.

We examined the semantic and syntactic properties of the root infinitive analogues and binomial
adjectives, and we examine the grammatical principles governing them. We argue that the head-final
agglutinative languages allow mimetics to be selected to be the stem by the syntactic heads. The
research was reported in international conferences, international journal (e.g., Morphology), and a
book published by John Benjamins company.
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a. Tai, 1;10
b. Sumihare, 1;08
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Clark(1982)
Denominal Verb

a. You have to scale it first. 2;04
b. Je peux la boutonner? (Can 1 button (close, fasten) 1t?)(3;09)

c. Leitren (to ladder) (1;11)
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Fourth International Workshop on Mimetics Murasugi and Akita (2021)
“ Binomial Adjectives in Japanese”

(SLE 2021:54*" Annual Meeting of the Scietas Linguistica Europaea Iconicity in
Prosaic Lexicon Murasugi and Akita (2021) “ Japanese Binomial
Adjectives”
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a.

— siawase-{na/no/*i} ‘' be happy’

—  kenkoo-{na/no/*i} ' be healthy’
b. Mimetics [+iconic]

—  huwahuwa-{na/no/*i} * be Fluffy

—  Ssokkuri-{na/no/*i} ‘ be very alike
c. Quotations (informal) [+iconic]

- nan’ ya kore” -{na/no /*i} motineko
* Mochineko cat, which looks like “ What' s this?” '’

Morphology Akita and Murasugi (2022) Binomial Adjective Doublets in Japanese:
A Relational Morphology Account”
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