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A Study on Bible translation and the Formation of Japanese Language
Consciousness Early in the Meiji Period
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In order to clarify how people were aware of the "Japanese language" in the
early Meiji period, when the Chinese reading style prevailed, this study took several "Bibles"
translated under the influence of Chinese translations of the Bible and investigated how "easy
Japanese” such as the Chinese reading system and slang of the time were included in them. By
comparing them with the Chinese reading of the translated novels of the early Meiji period, | have
clarified the formation process of the "Japanese language consciousness™ of the time.
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