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This study investigated tense, aspect, and modalit¥ phenomena (TAM
phenomena) in not only Japanese and English but also other West-European languages such as German,
Dutch, and French from the theoretical perspective of the “ comprehensive model of tense
interpretation.” It was clarified that West-European languages, which have tense morphemes
integrated with person, number, and mood, show TAM phenomena centering around the public self (i.e.,
the speaker as the subject of communicating), whereas Japanese, which has those not integrated with
such deictic categories, shows TAM phenomena centering around the private self (i.e., the speaker
as the subject of thinking or consciousness). It was also shown that the differences of TAM
phenomena among languages centering around (oriented to) the public self are attributed to their
differences in the degree of C-gravitation (i.e., gravitation toward the consciousness of the
speaker).
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John said that Mary is sick.
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