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This study addresses the question of whether the comparative constructions
of Japanese and English are understood via the semantic entity of degree. In previous studies on
comparative constructions in English, a semantics has been proposed that introduces a degree in a
certain dimension and compares the size of two sets, each of which is denoted by the matrix and
comparative clauses, respectively. On the other hand, for Japanese, there have been arguments as to
whether degrees can be set in the first place, or whether degree sets cannot be formed. This study
examined the data in previous studies on these issues and showed that by taking new comparative
elements into account, the theory that a degree or a set of degrees are formed in Japanese
comparison constructions as well.



(more, -er) (most, -est) (as~as)
(too ~ to, enough to)

primitive
(eg., )
(degrees) (Creswell, M. 1977) John is married.(
) Johnis tall.( )
every, some,
no
Heim, 1. 1985, 2000
John is taller than Bill is. {d: John is d-tall} {d’: Bill is d-tall}

(Snyder, Wexsler and Das
1995, WCCFL 13)
(Beck, Oda and Sugisaki 2004, JEAL 13)
measure phrases
(Sawada and Grano
2011, NLS 19), (Yoshimoto, M.
2013, OUPEL 16)
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(1) a. *John is taller than no one is.
b. *John is taller than Bill is not.
(1a,b) (2a,b) (1a, b)

(1a,
b)

(2) a. max{d: John is d-tall} > max{d’: no one is d-tall}
b. max{d:John is d-tall} > max{d’: Bill is not d-tall}
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(6) *John is as tall as {no one is/Bill is not}.
(7) a
b.
@
(8) Max
9 a - }
b. { * }
max
(8)-(9)
C.
(10) Bill is very tall, but John isn’t that tall.  Bill
even, still
(11) a.
b. John is tall. Bill is still/even taller.
(12) a.
b. John is taller than Bill. Chris is even taller.
(11) Bill
(12) John is taller than Bill.  Bill is tall
(11) even/still
A-C
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