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In this study, approximately 400 L2 Japanese children and 800 monolingual
Japanese children completed a written test targeting four types of case markers: ga, o, ni, and de.
The results indicate that L2 Japanese children, even after at least 5 years of residence in Japan,
scored worse than monolingual Japanese children, especially on items involving scrambled sentences.
Additionally, when focusing only on L1 Chinese children, nominative and accusative markers (ga and

0) were found to be easier than ni and de, despite the absence of equivalent syntactic markers in
the L1, Chinese.
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