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This study examines the characteristics of and issues in the comparisons
made by native Japanese speakers in their analysis of quasi-synonyms. Quasi-synonyms were compared
and analyzed using two main sets of procedures: one investigated differences in the degree of
similarity of the semantic characteristics shared by the quasi-synonyms, while the other
investigated the differences between quasi-synonyms relating to a given semantic characteristic. The

comparison of differences in degree in relation to the semantic characteristics tended to produce
vague explanations. Furthermore, it clarified only those semantic characteristics that were capable
of explanation through degree. In contrast, when the differences between terms associated with a
given characteristic were compared, each quasi-synonym pair was individually analyzed, leading to
detailed explanations of the semantic characteristics particular to each term.
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