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Depth of Vocabulary Knowledge of JSL children and its relation to academic and
inference skills: From the Perspective of Cognitive Science
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Our study group has been working on research to reveal how children learn
words as a system. In this project, we have examined the following points: (1) to observe how the
difference of verbs in the same domain is acquired by Japanese and Chinese L1 children; (2) to
observe the production of verbs in the same domains, the usage of time and space words by JSL
children.

Individual differences are found in the vocabulary knowledge of JSL children. We also found that the
correct use of verbs in the same domain is difficult not only for JSL children but also even for L1
children in their younger stage. Picture cards were designed to manipulate synonyms based on our
research findings and handed to the school teachers and supporters in several areas in Japan. . In
2021, we are working to develop the assessment materials “ KOTOBA NO TATSUJIN” , with which school

teachers and supporters can observe the Japanese skills of JSL children easily focusing on the depth
of their vocabulary knowledge.
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BICS:
Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills
CALP: Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
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