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Applying cognitive linguistics to teaching pragmatics: experimental evidence
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The cognitive Iin?uistic approach applied the POLITENESS IS DISTANCE
metaphor to teach different degrees of politeness. It involved a spatial concept projection through
which participants understood degrees of politeness in terms of the spatially visualized concepts of
NEAR-FAR and HIGH-LOW in an illustration. In contrast, the non-cognitive linguistic approach
involved rote learning of target English biclausal mitigated requests in a list. The results
demonstrated that the cognitive linguistic approach group outperformed the non-cognitive linguistic
approach and control groups in a discourse completion test and an acceptability judgment test. They
further suggested that the spatial concept-oriented approach using metaphors for awareness-raising
is an effective mnemonic device for developing Japanese EFL learners’ pragmatic proficiency, as it
helps the participants facilitate deep processing of form-meaning-context connections and ensures
their long-term retention.
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Discourse Completion Test Acceptability Judgment Test

Time  Treatment n M SD Time  Treatment n M SD

Pre CL 27 61.52 9.74 | Pre CL 27 40.74 11.74
NL 32 59.19 9.43 NL 32 33.75 13.56
Control 30 64.10 9.59 Control 30 39.33 10.40

Postl CL 27 81.04 17.29 | Postl CL 27 79.81 18.00
NL 32 5875 10.61 NL 32 38.28 22.99
Control 30 58.62 11.33 Control 30 41.17 10.40

Post2 CL 27  89.00 10.52 | Post2 CL 27  90.56 10.95
NL 32 54.69 12.02 NL 32 36.25 21.06
Control 30 61.93 9.09 Control 30 36.00 12.89

Post3 CL 29 87.11 10.34 | Post3 CL 29 91.11 13.47
NL 32 56.06 11.61 NL 32 50.13 19.00
Control 30 61.69 10.31 Control 30 50.00 9.56

Note: CL = cognitive linguistic approach; NL = non-cognitive linguistic approach;

Pre = pre-test; Postl = post-test 1; Post 2 = post-test 2; Post 3 = post-test 3
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