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Investigation into the use of first-person pronouns in English research articles
(RAs) and its application to the instruction of English RAs writing
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The use of first-person pronouns in international journal research articles
in two interdisciplinary fields (applied linguistics and information systems) was investigated in
terms of frequency, location in the article, and discourse roles. The results suggest that the type
of research approach adopted and the number of author(s) (single or multiple authors) influence the
use of First-person pronouns within a discipline. Furthermore, advice on the use of firs-person
pronouns in research articles in guidebooks for research/academic writing and style manuals was
collected and analyzed to evaluate how the advice is useful for the readers to what extent.
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