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Recently, the number of Japanese business people in South Asia and East Asia

has been increasing rapidly. It is assumed that English is used as a main working language and is
used as a lingua franca .Field work for this research was done in India and Vietnam. The
researchers interviewed participants in India and Vietnam. The also recorded 15 conversation data
between Japanese and Indians, and Japanese and Vietnamese. The common findings are that Japanese
participants found that the English varieties used in both countries were is different from English
that Japanese people have been exposed to, namely inner-circle-based English, as part of their
schooling. not given language trained which is suitable for ELF interactions. Even some Japanese
participants who speak English fluently sometimes had some communication problems in the context of
ELF. The different skills, such as clarification technics, may be required more in ELF situations.
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