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In the present study, firstly, a basic mechanism of L2 production, namely,
planning of sentence elements was investigated, and secondly, the effects of “ time-pressure” on
fluent L2 production were observed for a pedagogical purpose. The Ffirst study examined the effects
of early retrieval of subjects and verbs on fluency and accuracy in the production of English
sentences. The study also investigated how the ease of apprehending pictured events would affect the

fluency and accuracy. The results revealed that early determination of verbs necessitated long
reaction times particularly for a description of hard events. In the second study, the material and
method in the first study was applied to an experiment which examined the effects of “
time-pressure” on fluent L2 production. The results revealed that participants’ reaction times
under the larger time-pressure did not statistically become shorter. The reasons and implications of
the results were discussed.
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The man will drive the bus.
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Table 1. Reaction times (ms) affected by Prompted Word Retrieval and Event Codability
Prompted Word Retrieval

Prom;_)ted Verb Promp_)ted Subject No Direction
Retrieval Retrieval
(n =11) (n=11) (n=12)
Event Codability M SD M SD M SD
Easy event 1370 235 1275 276 1163 248
Hard event 1583 372 1176 249 1252 221
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Figure 2. Graphical representation of the reaction times
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