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The assessment of educational exchanges among Asian youth: focusing on the
development of intercultural communication competence using English
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Focusing on Japanese students’ study abroad experience in Asian countries,
this study administered on-line questionnaires during their stay in Taiwan and conducted interviews
after they returned to Japan. Regarding language use profiles during study abroad, we found that a
proportion of Japanese used in communication in different contexts 1s much lower than those of
English and Chinese(their L2 and L3). This means that students were placed in situations where they
constantly use multiple languages. A social net-work survey indicated that they have made
multinational friends including Taiwanese. Further, we found that their motivation to study English
and Chinese was maintained at a high level for 10 months, and their confidence and Willingness to
Communicate in the two languages have heightened. We also found that they joined communities where
they can interact with diverse partners using the two foreign languages.
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