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English Education for Global Symbiosis: Conceptualization and Verification of
Empathic Intercultural Understanding

Okunishi, Yuri
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In order to enable coexistence with others in a global society, the
cognitive and behavioral characteristics necessary for building empathetic relationships with others
of different backgrounds were explored. The results were extracted from practical situations of
international collaboration and exchange. The characteristics that serve as barriers to the
formation of intercultural relationships among Japanese students were extracted. The related
concepts included "skillfully delayed self-disclosure,” "Closed and reserved self,” and "Avoidance
of confrontation” etc. It was pointed out that these concepts contribute greatly to empathic
understanding within the Japanese group, but are not likely to function in cross-cultural
relationship formation. The self-reflections of blind trust among Japanese were found to be the
first step in building constructive intercultural relationships.
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Steering Future Teachers to the Mastery of English as a Lingua Franca
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