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Designing a program to improve Japanese teachers® English pronunciation: Effects
of explicit instruction
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This study first investigated the type of English pronunciation required of
non-native Japanese teachers. The survey and experimental findings revealed that teachers
confidence in their own pronunciation leads to positive attitudes toward pronunciation teaching and
suggested that teachers should be exposed to good models of intelligible English accents. The
current study also proposed a phonetics course specifically targeting Japanese preservice teachers
whose core components are “ knowledge on phonetics,” *“ knowledge on pronunciation instruction,”
and “ practical training.” The course also classified phonetic items that should be taught in order
of priority, including both segments (vowels and consonants) and suprasegmental features (stress,
rhythm, and intonation).
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