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The main results of my research has been: (a) to have tracked back the
origin of the grammatical term Complement and to have shown that at the bottom of this lay the
grammatical theory of a German philologist, Carl Ferdinand Becker, (b) to have shown the process of
the making up of each terminology the Five Forms of the predicate now seen in Japan, (c) to have
shown the role that Becker played in the shift of analytical method in the 19th century, (d) to have

shown that Itsuki Hosoe, the alleged founder of the Five forms of the Sentence, stuck to the old
Prescriﬁtive analysis of the predicate, although he advocated the new Scientific grammatical
approach.

Finally the repeated meetings with the researchers at the Hungary Academy of Science has led to the
Joint Mobility Research Grant that started this April.
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Mason, Charles Peter. English Grammar: Including the Principles of Grammatical Analysis. London:
Walton and Maberly. 1858.
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Arnold, Thomas Kerchever. English Grammar, for Classical Schools, with Questions, and a Course of
Exercises, Being a Practical Introduction to English Prose and Composition. (4th ed.) London: Francisand
John Rivingston, 1848.

Mason (1858) Complement  Indirect Object
Becker
19 John Walmsley Richard Hudson
19 Becker
Fletcher 1891

“Onethings | definitely want to mention: | spent about ten daysin London and
Oxford before Easter, and your Fletcher recommendation is, | think really important
and useful. | have passed it on to Dick (= R.A.) Hudson in UCL. The most interesting
articles are on Parallel Grammars, English, Sentence Analysis and Grammar, because
they also document the influence of C.F. Becker in English grammaticography.”
(Walmdley, p.c. May 15, 2019

Fletcher, Alfred Ewen (ed.). Sonnenschein’s Cyclopedia of Education. London: Swan Sonnenschein, 1892.
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