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Development of critical thinking tests for Japanese learners of English
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Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal

o o _This study was initiated with an ultimate goal of realizin? introduction of
critical thinking, the importance of which is not yet fully recognized in English la

nguage education
in schools, into the classroom. We rationalized that one way to achieve this was to develop a

simple test to measure learners® critical thinking skills, which would help both instructors and
learners become more familiar with this higher order skill and, as a result, lead to more effective
instruction in the classroom. We eventually succeeded in developing criteria and specific test items
for the test, but unfortunately we were unable to verify their objective validity and reliability.
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1 What is the purpose of this
story? 2 What important issue(s) is the author trying to address through this story? 3
What information is important in understanding and evaluating this story? 4 What
conclusion did the author draw from this story? 6 Based on what assumptions did the
author reach the conclusion? 7 If you accept the author’s conclusion, what do you
think the consequences in society would be? EoT
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Critical Thinking Test
e Thistest consists of three parts: comprehension questions, critical thinking questions, and text
evaluation. Read the following story and answer as directed.

| Have Never Seen You Before

“Valentine, you're not a bad fellow at heart. Stop breaking safes open and live a better
life.” That is what the prison officer said when Jimmy Valentine left the prison. Jimmy
went back to his house to get his tools for breaking safes open. Two weeks after that, a safe
in Jefferson City was robbed. Jimmy then moved to a small town named Elmore. He was
walking down the street when he noticed a young lady across the street. He was fascinated
by her beauty and fell deeply in love with her. Jimmy decided to live in the town. He started
a shoe store. He changed his name to Ralph D. Spencer. His shoe store business did very
well. He also made a lot of friends. One of these friends introduced him to the lady, Annabel
Adams. Her father owned the EImore Bank. Ralph and Annabel gradually became friendly
and eventually were engaged. He had firmly resolved to give up his old business of crime.
He never touched his tools after starting his shoe store.

The Elmore Bank was being modernized and had a new type of safe. Mr. Adams,
Annabel’s father, was very proud of it, and he invited many customers to come and see it.
Ralph was also invited. The door of the safe was controlled by a timer. After the timer was
set, no one, not even the banker himself, could open it. Suddenly there was a cry from a
woman. May, Mr. Adams’ granddaughter, had playfully closed the door of the safe. Her
younger sister Agatha, a nine-year-old girl, was inside. The old banker said in a panicked
voice, “The door can’t be opened because of the timer.” The mother of the daughter cried,
“Open the door! Break it open! Can’t anyone do anything? There isn’t enough air inside.
She won’t be able to survive.” Annabel turned to Ralph, her large eyes full of tears, and
pleaded, “Will you please do something, Ralph?”

Ralph took a deep breath and suddenly stood up. He brought his old tools from his room
and pulled off his coat. With this act, Ralph D. Spencer moved aside and Jimmy Valentine
took his place. “Stand away from the door, all of you,” he commanded in a loud voice. He
put his tools on the table. From this point on, he seemed not to notice that anyone else was
near. The others watched as if they had lost the power to move. Immediately, Jimmy went
to work on opening the safe. In twenty minutes—faster than he had ever done it before—
he opened the safe’s door. Agatha ran into her mother’s arms. Actually, this caused Jimmy
a lot of problems. Watching his skill in opening the safe, everyone suspected he might be
the bank robber of the bank in Jefferson City. It just so happened that a police officer was
among the people present. Knowing this, Jimmy said, “Take me to the police.” The officer
said, “I don’t know what you are talking about.... I have never seen you before.” He then
slowly walked away, out into the street.

Section 1: You can choose either answer the following comprehension questions or write a
short summary of about 140 words. If you choose a summary writing, it should include the
descriptions of the setting (where and when) of the story, the characters, and how the
problem occurred, how it was solved, and how the story ended.

Comprehension questions

<Part 1>

*Factual Questions

1. Who told Jimmy that he was not a bad person?

2. Where did Jimmy decide to live after he was released from the prison?




3. What business did he begin?
4. What new name did he start to use?
5. What was the occupation (job) of Annabel’s father?
6. Did Ralph and Annabel get married?
*Inferential Questions
7. Who do you think robbed the bank in Jefferson City?
8. Why do you think Ralph had determined never to rob a bank again?
9. What kind of person do you think Ralph is? What makes you think so?
10.Do you think Ralph would later tell Annabel about his true identity? Why or why not?
<Part 2>
*Factual Questions
What was special about the safe Mr. Adams showed to people?
Who did Mr. Adams invite to his bank?
What would happen once the timer was set?
Who was locked in the safe?
Who locked her in the safe?
Why was the mother worried that her daughter might not survive in the safe?
. What did Annabel do?
*Inferential Questions
8. Why do you think Mr. Adams invited people to his bank?
9. Who was the woman most likely to be that cried suddenly?
10.What is the relationship between Annabel and Agatha? Mother and daughter?
<Part 3>
*Factual Questions
What were “his old tools” for? For repairing shoes?
What does “Ralph D. Spencer moved aside and Jimmy Valentine took his place” mean?
What were the other people doing while Jimmy was working on the safe?
Did Ralph successfully rescue the girl?
What did the people in the bank think of Jimmy?
Who suspected he might be the bank robber of the Jefferson City?
. Did the police officer take Ralph/Jimmy to the police station?
*Inferential Questions
8. Why do you think everyone seemed to have lost the power to move?
9. The text says, “Knowing this.” What does “this” mean?
10.Why do you think the police officer said he didn’t know Ralph?
Section 2: CT Questions
Q1: (Purpose & Question at issue)
1) What life issue do you think the author addresses through the actions of the main character?
2) What life issue do you think the author addresses through the actions of the police officer?
Q2: (Conclusion/Inference)
1) What do you think is the author’s answer to the life issue of the main character?
2) What do you think is the author’s answer to the life issue of the police officer?
3) What do you think Ralph was thinking for the brief moments before he took a deep
breath and suddenly stood up?
Q3: (Information)
Is there any important information that you think the police officer should have
considered?
Q4: (Assumptions)
Judging from the way the police officer is described in the story, what beliefs do you
think the author has about the authority?
Q5: (Concepts®)
Name some key concepts that are highlighted or downplayed in the story.
[*Concepts are abstract ideas we use in thinking to make sense of things. For example,
to understand what education is, we need to have concepts like “knowledge” “skills”
learning” “development” and so on.]
Q6: (Implications and Consequences)
If the story was real, what consequences would the police officer’s action bring to the
society?
Q7: (Point of View)
Is there someone in the story whose voice should be heard more? Why?
Section 3: Text Evaluation
1) How do you evaluate the main character and the police officer in the last scene?
2) How do you evaluate the story? Explain both good and bad points of the story.
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Answers

Section 1  Summary Writing

Jimmy had been in prison for breaking safes. After his release, he soon robbed a bank again,
escaped to a small town, and changed his name to Ralph Spencer. He met a woman named Annabel
and became engaged with her. One day, Mr. Adams, Annabel’s father, invited his customers and
Ralph to his bank to show them his latest model of safe. One of his grandchildren was accidentally
locked inside the safe. Even Mr. Adams couldn’t open it. Pleaded by his fiancée and knowing that the
girl would soon die without his help, Ralph decided to open the safe and succeeded. But everyone




suspected him to be a bank robber. A police officer happened to be there. When Ralph told him to
take him to the police, he said he didn’t know him and walked out of the bank. (139 words)
Section 1 Comprehension questions (omitted)
Section 2 Critical Thinking Questions
e Q1: (Purpose & Question at issue)
Sample Answer:
1) Can even bad people like Jimmy be reformed? Can people change?
2) Ismercy moreimportant than justice?
e Q2: (Conclusion/Inference)
1) Even criminaslike Jimmy can reform themselves, and sincere efforts to be good would not go unrewarded.
2) There should be atime when showing mercy is more important than enforcing laws.
3) Hecould be thinking that if he opened the safe and saved the girl, he could spare Annabel from despair; but he
would lose everything; if he did not, he would be able to keep the life asit had been but the girl would die and
he would be tormented for the rest of hislife with the guilty conscience and the realization that he had been a
fake after all.
e Q3: (Information)
That there are victims of Jimmy’s crime with the owner of the Jefferson City bank at the top of the
list.
e Q4: (Assumptions)
That the police are the authority everyone should obey without question.
e Q5: (Concepts)
Key concepts highlighted in this story are love, sincerity, mercy, courage, forgiveness, reformation,
etc. Key concepts downplayed are law, justice, fairness, responsibility, human rights, public safety,
etc.
e Q6: (Implications and Consequences)
With an increase in the number of apparently repentant but unpunished criminals and a decrease
in the number of law-abiding citizens who still have faith in the police, the society as we know it
would soon cease to function.
o Q7: (Point of View)
Actually, the voice of everyone in the bank except the police officer should be heard more because it
is doubtful that all the people who were present would have accepted his virtual “not-guilty” verdict
after having witnessed Ralph, a supposedly ordinary shoe-store owner, open the most modernized
timer-controlled safe with his special tools. The owner of the Jefferson City bank must also have a
lot to say; he would strongly protest against the release of the prime suspect without even
guestioning him. Ralph himself may not be happy about the turn of events in the end because he
had resolved to settle his past debts once and for all, only to see his sincere confession (“Take me to
the police”) dismissed as nonsense (“What are you talking about?”). Moreover, should he feel exulted
over the police officer’s supposed leniency, his determination to repent and to prove truly worthy of
Annabel’s love could not help but be interpreted as spur-of-the-moment and temporary.
Section 3 Text Evaluation
Sample Answer 1)
The main character is admirable in saving the girl at the expense of his promised future. It was not
just a girl that he successfully retrieved from the safe; it was also his own reformation as is indicated
by O. Henry’s original story title: A Retrieved Reformation. However, it should not be forgotten that
he did not reveal his past voluntarily but this incident forced him to.

Some may argue that we should not criticize the police officer as if in the real world. | have a
different opinion. He is portrayed as a police officer, who | believe should be understood as such even
in the story, i.e. as someone who has the power to arrest criminals. That is the very reason why his
decision not to do so with Ralph came as a pleasant shock to readers as well as why the author of
this story could expect that reaction from them. However, with power comes responsibility. If he is a
police officer, he should also have a sworn responsibility to protect the general public from criminals
of all sorts. By letting Jimmy/Ralph go, he deliberately chose to neglect his duty, abandoning his
responsibilities. How then could | trust him, let alone admire him as is probably expected by the
author? Law-enforcement officers who overstep their boundaries of authority are a danger to society.
Sample Answer 2)

What is good about the story is that it gives us a hope that humans can overcome their selfish
desires and cowardice and become courageous and altruistic.

What is bad about the story is that it characterizes the police officer as a kind-hearted generous

person. If only I could detect any hint of agony on his part, caught between his sense of responsibility
as a police officer and his personal wish to maintain everyone’s happiness, I could relate to him and
be more sympathetic. But he showed no such sign or even the tiniest hint of hesitation in his response
to Ralph/Jimmy.
I think that this whole story depends on the author’s assumption that people in the bank, as well as
the readers of this story, would accept the police officer’ decision not to arrest Ralph without question.
However, he has not been entrusted with such an absolute authority. The story gives an impression
that it has a happy ending but | doubt it. Everyone now knows what Ralph was not and what he
really was, and it would be impossible for him and everyone to go back to the life as it had been. |
wonder if the author truly understands those implications and consequences they story entails.
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