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English language education in Japan has been in a transition stage since the

implementation of foreign language activities into the elementary school curriculum in 2011. A
number of elementary teachers have reported, however, that meaningful communication is not
necessarily occurring in foreign language activity classes. The present study, with the assistance
of teachers who taught foreign language activity classes, created teaching examples and materials of
communicative activities that required the interpretation of pragmatic meaning from phonetic
information, used them in the classroom, and analyzed their educational effectiveness. Further,
based on these results, it analyzed the education, employment and training of teachers capable of
contributing to the development of communicative abilities at elementary schools.
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