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A research on CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) in Finland with a
special focus on factors for its success
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CLIL

By visiting Finnish schools offering CLIL, this study identified factors
contributing to the success of CLIL from three different perspectives; educational, institutional
and social. As educational factors, three factors were identified, (1) teachers’ high-level English

proficiency and pedagogical skills, (2) teachers’ discretion in selecting instructional contents,
and (3) good working environment surrounding teachers. As institutional factors, two factors
identified, (1) CLIL as a legitimate alternative of school education and (2) strategic deployment of
CLIL and linkage between different levels of schooling. As social factors, two factors identified,
(1) increase of social needs for English and (2) globalization of the Finnish society. The study
also identified three issues behind the success; (1) inclination toward English CLIL and
English-medium instruction, (2) inclination toward gifted education and (3) conformity with
educational philosophy which emphasizes equity.
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Implementing internationalization of academia: Teaching learning research through English
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