©
2017 2020

Measuring English production of Japanese university EFL students: Can short-term
study abroad experiences lead to automatization of English grammar knowledge?

Tokunaga, Miki
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This stud% examined whether short-term overseas language training of about
one month can have an effect on the English proficiency of Japanese university EFL students. We
administered several tests before and after their study abroad experiences. The results showed that
there was no statistically significant effect on accuracy of production. While there was a
statistically significant increase in production fluency, the average number of words per minute
uttered was remarkably low even after the study abroad experience, and the students were far from
being "fluent".

In tgrms of individual differences, students who had a higher level of English proficiency before
studying abroad, and students who actively interacted with their host families and roommates from
other countries outside of class had the tendency to improve.
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The woman who is wearing the black hat is Anna.
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# of Syllables 111.35 4876 116.2 51.46 -0.47 19 .64 0.10
Syllables/Second 1.12 0.31 1.18 0.40 -0.92 19 37 0.18
Total Length 108.52 54.96 105.43 50.38 0.24 19 .81 0.06
# of Silences 31.15 14.68 29.05 14.67 0.5¢ 19 57 0.14
Total Silence Length 61.02 42.58 49.08 29.43 1:52 19 &5 0.33
Mean Silence Length 1.85 0.93 1.73 0.72 0.81 19 .43 0.14
Phonation/Time Ratio 0.48 0.15 055 .13 -3.44 19 .00* 0.51
Types 38.90 13.59 41.20 13.76 -0.82 19 42 0.17
Tokens 82.25 3773 86 39.85 -0.44 19 .66 0.10
Type/Token Ratio 0.49 0.08 0.50 0.07 -0.18 19 .86 0.13
WPM 49.31 13.61 52.07 17.77 -0.20 19 .38 0.17
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Text Type 3.53 0.38 3.67 0.55 -1:2 19 24 0.30
Comprehension 3.92 0.59 3.98 0.63 -0.61 19 55 0.10
Communication 325 0.56 3.37 0.69 -1.29 19 21 0.19
Accuracy 32 0.35 .35 0.42 374 9 .00 0.39
Pronunciation 357 0.53 3.42 0.42 1.58 19 13 0.31
Fluency 3.07 0.48 .26 0.57 247 19 )2 0.3¢
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