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A Study of the Human Infrastructure of Late Medieval Japanese-Ming Relations:
Focusing on the "Shoto-shu" and "Saito-shu"
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This research project is an archival stud% of the travel diary of Sakugen
Shuryo, Saito-shu. He was the leader of the last delegation sent by the King of Japan to the Ming
Emperor. By studying this diary, we have attempted to determine specifically who was in charge of
diplomacy between Japan and China in the Middle Ages, and what kind of negotiations took place
between the two countries. Through this research, we have reprinted, annotated, translated into
contemporary language and compiled a list of characters. We then combined these, together with
reference materials, into a research book. Some of our results have also been published in articles
and other publications.
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