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Now it"s time to read meanings of handwritings as a historical materials.

Kuroda, Yoko

2,400,000

In the Nara period, calligraphy of artistic value, such as the Tenpyo Shakyo

(copying of a sutra), has been the research subject. In contrast, the vast amount of calligraphy
written by practicing officials has not been the research subject until now. However, "calligraphy"
is not only an art form, but it also plays the role of conveying information. It does not merely
carry words, but the calligraphy itself contains information. When considering the transition of
calligraphy, we must now consider the transition of calligraphy from a practical standpoint, not
only from an artistic perspective. In this study, we depart from the existing history of calligraphy
to consider the characteristics of calligraphy used in practical situations. We also examine the
history of practical calligraphy from the perspective and methodology of historiography. We will
attempt to extract information from calligraphy as a genuinely historical resource.
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