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Study for relationship between merchant group in agricultural villages and the
area which has urban character in the Edo period in Japan
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This study set up two areas. One is the northern area of Shinano ( Nagano

prefecture), another is the central and western area of Sagami (Kanagawa prefecture). In both areas,
there were many small cities, or villages which had urban character. About Shinano studies, | could
examine the urban character about Nakano village, and cralify the distribution of merchants living
in agricultural villages around Nakano. And 1 studied about the constructional character of the
houses and shops built in Zenkouji Temple city, and examined the distribution of merchants ,
craftsmen and workmen(and women) living there. And, in Obuse village, | discovered historical
documents about a fish merchant who came from Echigo (Niigata prefecture).About Sagami studies, |
got a lot of information about cities and merchants. I could get detailed information about Kubosawa
and Kamimizo, both were market place at the area. And | wrote the article about the urban character

of many little cities in Sagami.
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