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Focusing on the upriver region of Awa Province®s Naka River, which emerged
during the modern period as a major lumber producing area, this research examined the structure of
relations surrounding the production and distribution of forest resources in early modern Japan.
First, by sorting, cataloguing, and photographing previously unorganized portions of the Yuasa House

Documents, this project laid the foundation for research into lumber production and distribution.
Second, utilizing those primary sources, this research clarified the following points. It
demonstrated that in the Awa region mountains that were registered as hillside agricultural land
were held by the main houses(ikke)of local clans. In addition, it showed that branch houses called
shoke farmed hillside fields, utilizing slash-and-burn techniques to produce grains, and to
cultivate tea, and kindling during slack periods in the farming schedule. The goods that they
produced were distributed to other regions via brokers .
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