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Structural analysis of town and village bulletins as regional media
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A survey of prewar period town and village bulletins held by prefectural and
municipal libraries and archives revealed that very few are available in their entirety. The
contents of the town and village bulletins can be classified into the following categories: (1)
commentary on domestic and international affairs, (2) items directly related to national
administration, (3) priority issues for each town and village, (4) taxation, (5) town and village
events, (6) information from various organizations, (7) expression of opinions of town and village
residents, and so on. The two main types of town/village bulletins are Type I, which focuses on
information transmission and semination, and Type Il, which focuses on certain assertions and ideas.
However, with the onset of the Manchurian Incident, the differences between Type | and Type 11
narrowed, and after the Sino-Japanese War, both types became more like official bulletins of state
policy and more like media for mobilization.
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