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The social and intellectual dynamism of Southeast Asian Muslims: Perspectives
from the regional variation of kitabs and change in periods of time

Kawashima, Midori
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We focused on several works of Islamic eschatology and stories of prophets
that enjoyed popularity in Southeast Asia, and elucidated their contents, commentaries on them, and
modifications made in their adaptations, bringing to light the characteristics of these works and
their geographical distribution. We also surveyed the circulation and use of kitabs (Islamic
manuscripts and books in the Arabic script) in Trang province in southern Thailand, Sabah state in
East Malaysia, and Mindanao in the southern Philippines. Although large-scale traditional Islamic
boarding schools did not develop there, Malay kitabs were used for individual use and private or
small-group instruction.We also compiled annotated catalogs of two collections of kitabs, namely,
Sheik Muhammad Said"s collection in Marawi City, Philippines, and the Collection of Islamic Books
from Myanmar at the Institute of Asian, African, and Middle Eastern Studies of Sophia University,

Tokyo.
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