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The purpose of this research is to show the ﬁrocess of increasing demands
for sewing machines in the open port /colonial period in Korea , with focusing on the production,
distribution, and consumption of sewing machines. 1) To determine the owning and spreading rate and
the condition of the manufacturers and suppliers of sewing machines. 2) Locating underlying factors
spreading demands for sewing machines: Comparing between Japan and Korea Traditional clothes in
Korea, in contrast to those In Japan, were able to be produced by means of sewing machines.Key
players popularizing sewing machines: In case of Japan, dressmaking schools and sewing machine
teachers (a type of career women) took important roles of spreading sewing machines. Nevertheless,
this research shows that in Korea, the primary roles were taken by sewing machine seminars for
housewives by women’ s association, newspaper companies, Christian youth associations, and
nationalist groups such as Kinyu-kai.
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