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With a focus on seamen and social order after World War 11, this research
project examined the historical meanings of changes to the daily lives of people working at New York
City waterfront and the Port of New York-New Jersey. The research illuminated their life and labor
by using primary sources, mainly union records. A key result is the elucidation that seamen, most of
whom had roamed and remained unmarried before the war, started to settle down to take care of their
families. The project also found that their new tendency contributed to and supported white working
class conservatism for the American Cold War policy. The interpretation from this research sheds

light on the links between social history and political history.
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Naked but Elusive: Rethinking Working Class Anti-establishment Feelings
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