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Role of the Ethnographic Research in Cultural Integration of the Russian Empire
during the 19th century

Shimosato, Toshiyuki

2,900,000

19

19

This study examines 19th-century ethnographic fieldwork conducted within the

Russian Empire. By analyzing archival materials from the Russian Geographical Society, its
Ethnographic Department, and the Russian Archaeological Society, the research delves into discourses
surrounding "sects™ (unsanctioned non-traditional religious movements) and “paganism"
(pre-Christian beliefs). Interestingly, the study reveals that beyond the empire”s official policy
of multi-confessional tolerance, the academic community, functioning as a European intellectual
body, documented the unsanctioned beliefs of imperial subjects through texts and field studies. This
suggests that this scientific community potentially played a role in integrating the empire®s
diverse religious landscape.
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