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A comparative study of Spain and France in the sixteenth- and seventeenth_
centuries concerning the relations between the Crown and political societies
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This research elucidated various aspects of the Spanish Monarchy in the
early modern age, especially the 16th and 17th centuries. In order to analyse its conglomerate
structure, we used the concept of “ Composite Monarchy” proposed by J. H. Elliott as a starting
point and principle reference for the research. Accordingly, we drew parallels with the Kingdom of
France to seize the historical characteristics of the Spanish Monarchy.

In one aspect, we advanced individual studies that focused on the relations between the Crown and
each provincial elite in Catalonia, Aragon, Portugal, etc. We also explored the elements that
contributed to the integration of the multiple kingdoms of the early modern monarchy (including the
Court, the viceroyalty sgstem, Reason of State, etc.). As an outcome of our work, we published a
book of essays (titled The Spanish Empire as a Composite Monarchy), to offer novel materials for the

further analysis of the State structures of early modern Europe.
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