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Establishing East Asian standards in lithic use-wear analysis and application to
cultural evolutionary theory
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This research aims at establishing methodology of lithic use-wear analysis
toward comparative studies between Japan and East Asian countries. Details of experimental reference
collection of TUMRT (Tohoku University Microwear Research Team) were published in English.
Standardized use-wear methodology for East Asian Paleolithic cutures is investigated. International
cooperation led to microwear analysis of tanged points from the Suyanggae site, Korea. Integration
of three use wear analytical methods, at high, middle, low magnifications brought recognition of
hafting behavior and variable utilization by Early arrivals of Modern man to Korea. Microblade
industries at the Kakuniyama site in Yamagata Prefecture were excavated with functional viewpoints.
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